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Figure 5:  Comparison of French Tablature, Italian Tablature to modern guitar tablature and staff notation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a  b  c  d         e   f   g  h         i   k    l   m       n  
a   b   c  d          e   f   g  h         i   k    l   m       n  

a   b  c  d         e   f    g   h         i   k    l   m       n  a   b   c  d          e   f   g   h          i   k    l   m        n  
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Example of French Tablature – from Gregoire Brayssing (1553) 

 

 

        

Figure 6:  French Tablature compared to modern guitar tablature and staff notation. 

  

 

Example of Italian Tablature – from Miguel de Fuenllana (1554) 

 

 

 
Figure 7:  Italian Tablature compared to modern guitar tablature and staff notation 
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Example of Italian Tablature – from Miguel de Fuenllana (1554) 
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Pimontoyse, Adrian Le Roy (1552) 
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Branle, Adrian Le Roy (1552) 

 

“Fantasia” by Barberiis (1549)  
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Alfabeto Class Exercises 

 
Galliard from Montesardo (1606) 

Modern Guitar Chords and Bar Lines added (red font) 

 
La Calata, Montesardo (1606) 

Bar lines added (red font) 

 
Montesardo (1606) Chords for above alfabeto pieces 

G C F G C G Am F G


